32                                                           I'VEGHED
ent parts of the country. That year it decided to hold
its annual meeting in Amritsar. Two local leaders, Dr.
Kitchlew and Dr. Satyapal, a lawyer and a doctor re-,
spectively, were entrusted with the arrangements.
The governor and the general did not want their
province polluted by politics. They smelled trouble
if the Congress had access to the martial races. They
were aware of activities of the Congress in other parts
of the country. There had been disturbances every-
where and riots had broken out in many places. Law
and order had suffered. The police had clashed with the
people. Troops had often been called out.
The governor, therefore, decided to nip the Congress
idea in the bud. He ordered the district magistrate of
Amritsar to send for the doctor and the lawyer, have
them arrested and remove them to an unknown desti-
nation, so that arrangements for the meeting would be
completely upset.
But O'Dwyer made one mistake. He underestimated
the influence of Gandhi and the Congress. He also mis-
judged the mood of the people.
Hearing of the inexplicable disappearance of the
lawyer and the doctor, large numbers of people col-
lected in a public square and decided to march to the
magistrate's house.
The district magistrate of Amritsar lived away from
the city and the bazaars. A railway level crossing was
the line of demarcation between the cantonment where
he lived and the rest of the city.
As the crowd approached the crossing shouting the
names of the lost men, the magistrate grew somewhat
unnerved. He knew they were not coming to pay him a
social call and he was afraid of what he had done. The
people though unarmed were a frenzied crowd. Their